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Church Sells Armstrong's Works
Nineteen books by founder sold to Worldwide Church of God splinter group
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R eversing course, the financially struggling Worldwide Church of

God has agreed to sell the rights to 19 books by church founder

Herbert W. Armstrong to a splinter group. Announced March 12,

the $3 million settlement ends a costly round of litigation. It also allows the

Philadelphia Church of God (PCG) to reproduce Armstrong's teachings.

The WCG, which owned the copyrights to Armstrong's works, initially filed

suit in 1997 against the PCG for publishing Armstrong's magnum opus,

Mystery of the Ages, without permission. The WCG won the initial lawsuit,

but the Philadelphia Church filed a countersuit for the right to reproduce 18

other Armstrong works. At one point, the WCG said it was fighting the

countersuit because it didn't want to see the heretical works republished.

Phil Arnn of Watchman Fellowship, a Christian research and apologetics

ministry, said the deal raises an ethical question about the WCG.

"These are heretical doctrines that are destructive to the eternal life of

This article is from
the July 2003 issue.
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